THE INTELLIGENTSIA
The policy of the Soviet Government in regard to education
is summed up very accurately in Article 121 of the New Con-
stitution which reads: "Citizens of the U.S.S.R. have the right
to education. This right is ensured by universal compulsary ele-
mentary education, by education being free of charge, including
higher education, by the system of State stipends for the over-
whelming majority of students in higher schools; by instruction
in schools being given in the native languages and by the organiza-
tion of free industrial, technical, and agronomic education for the
toilers at the factories, State farms, machine and tractor stations,
and collective farms."
One of the first tasks undertaken by the Soviet authorities was
the stamping out of illiteracy. In Tsarist Russia about 79 per cent
of the population were illiterate. Now, with the exception of a
comparatively few old people and young children, there are very
few illiterates, and universal compulsory elementary education has
been established throughout the country.
The aim is to establish, throughout the Republic, schools with
a ten-year course, i.e. for children and young persons from eight
to eighteen years of age. There are already a large number of such
schools in many urban and some rural areas. In other areas, urban
and rural, there are what is called the incomplete secondary school,
with a seven-year course for children from eight to the end of the
fourteenth year. Children leaving these schools at the age of fifteen
usually enter a factory workshop school until they are eighteen.
There they receive three hours* general education and theoretical
tuition in the particular trade or profession they choose, and three
hours* practical work per day in workshops attached to the school.
The progress made by education may be illustrated with a few
figures. Whereas as already pointed out, before the Revolution,
there were a total of about 8,000,000 children attending school,
of whom 823,000 attended secondary schools, in 1936-37,27,611,000
children attended school in the U.S.S.R., of whom 16,641,000 were
attending secondary schools. In addition, nearly 9,000,000 adults
were attending various schools and courses.
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